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federal listings. Information can also be found
on the Internet. The following are the Web
addresses of these agencies:
HUD
http://www.hud.gov/renting/index.cfm
THDA
http://www.state.tn.us/thda
USDA
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/individual/
ind_splash.htm
Your local city or county’s Web page may
have information on the local housing
authority. If you do not have access to or know
how to use the Internet, you can receive
assistance from the local public library.

Non-Profit Agencies

C

ommunities often have non-profit
agencies that want to help low-income
individuals and families find safe,
affordable housing. They may renovate or
build homes that can then be sold or rented.
The local housing authority may know if any
of these agencies are in your community.
Churches, libraries and community centers
may also assist you in finding out if there are
any of these agencies in your community.
Habitat for Humanity is one agency that may
be in your area.

Privately Owned Units

R

ental units that are owned by private
individuals or companies are often
available in most communities. The rent
can range from affordable to very expensive.
Once you know how much you can afford to pay
for rent, you can then determine if you can afford
to rent in a privately owned unit.
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Finding an Affordable Home to Rent

F

inding a nice, affordable place to rent can be
a difficult task. Affordable housing is not
always listed in the newspapers, and may be
more difficult to find than more expensive housing.
But, if you know where to look, who to talk to,
what questions to ask, and what agencies can help
you, your search will be easier. And, your reward
will be finding a nice home you will be able to
afford for you and your family.

Local Housing Authority

M

any communities have a local housing
authority that may own and manage rental
units. These units may be in apartment
buildings, single-family houses or duplexes (twofamily dwellings) that are located throughout the
community. You must meet certain qualifications,
however, to be able to rent one of these units. One
qualification, for example, may be that your family
income cannot be over a certain amount of money.
Call your local housing authority to locate these
units and to learn more about the qualifications for
renting. Check the phone book under the local or

county government section (blue pages) and then
under housing authority. You may be able to put
your name on a waiting list if all these units are
rented. These housing developments may have
other benefits, such as on-site day care, community
resource centers and home ownership options.

Rent Assistance

S

everal programs are designed to help limitedresource individuals and families pay their
rent. Some of these include:
• Public housing that is run by the local housing
authority.
• Section 8 Vouchers, covering all or part of the rent
at a place you choose.
• Privately owned housing where the government
provides assistance to the owner who then rents
units at a lower cost.
• Other programs, such as HUD’s (U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development) HOME
program, which works with local housing
authorities and THDA’s (Tennessee Housing
Development Agency) HOUSE program.
• In rural areas, the USDA’s (U.S. Department of

Agriculture) Rural
Housing Service
may offer rent
assistance
through their
Section 521
Rental
Assistance
Program.
Check with
your local
Rural
Development
office.
To check the
availability of
these programs
in your area,
look in the
government
section of your
phone book,
under local,
county, state and

